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WORLD  SHEEP  NUMBERS  UP  SLIGHTLY 


World  sheep  numbers  in  early  1967  were  estimated  at  1,027.3  million  head- 
up  1.3  percent  from  a  year  earlier  and  3.9  percent  above  the  1961-65  aver- 
age. 

The  majority  of  these  sheep  are  found  in  only  Ik  countries  throughout  the 
world.    Australia  with  the  largest  number  of  sheep,  l6l  million  head  and 
the  USSR  with  135  million  head,  possess  approximately  29  percent  of  the 
world  total.    New  Zealand,  China,  Argentina,  and  Republic  of  South  Africa 
each  has  over  kO  million  head  of  sheep.    India,  Turkey,  Iran,  the  United 
States,  Brazil,  Uruguay,  the  United  Kingdom  and  Ethiopia  each  has  approxi- 
mately 20  million  or  more  head. 

Percentage  changes  in  sheep  numbers  by  geographic  regions  since  the  1961-65 
average  ranged  from  a  13*7  percent  increase  in  Asia  to  a  14.5  percent  de- 
crease in  North  America.    Numbers  in  Oceania  rose  4.5  percent,  Eastern 
Europe  4.1  percent  and  Africa  3-4  percent.    In  Western  Europe  sheep  num- 
bers were  down  5.7  percent. 

Changes  in  numbers  from  1966  ranged  from  an  increase  of  4.3  percent  in  the 
USSR  to  a  decrease  of  3.0  percent  in  North  America.    Oceania  showed  a 
2.9  percent  increase.    A  decrease  of  2.7  percent  was  recorded  in  Western 
Europe. 

The  five  major  wool  producing  and  exporting  countries  of  Australia,  New 
Zealand,  the  Republic  of  South  Africa,  Argentina,  and  Uruguay  in  the 
Southern  Hemisphere,  showed  a  net  increase  of  approximately  6.2  million 
head,  2  percent  above  a  year  earlier.    Practically  all  of  the  increase 
resulted  from  larger  numbers  in  Australia  and  New  Zealand.    Numbers  were 
about  equal  to  what  they  were  a  year  earlier  in  Argentina,  Uruguay  and 
South  Africa. 


Sheep:    Numbers  in  specified  countries,  averages  1956-60  and  1961-65 

annual  1965-67 


;  Averages       ~~i                i           1/  :           1/  :    Percent  cnange 

Continent         :  T          17:      1965     :    1966      :  1967        :  196"     :     1967  :  196" 

 ;  1956-60  :  1961-65  :  :  :  :  1956-60:1  ^1-6$  :  l^g 

•  1,000         1,000         1,000         1,000         1,000       Per-        Per-  Per- 

:  head          head          head          head          head         cent        cent  cent 


North  America....:  39,700  38,000  33,800  33,500  32,500  -18.1  -14.5  -  3-0 

South  America. ... ;  120,700  123,330  125,300  125,300  125,200  +3-7  +1-5  -0.1 
Europe :  : 

Western  :  78,000  80,300  77,500  77,800  75,700  -  2.9  -  5.7  -  2.7 

Eastern  :  40,400  1+2,850  1+3,200  43,900  44,600  +10.  4  +  4.1  +  1.6 


Total  Europe...:    Il8,400      123,150      120,700      121,700      120,300      +  1.6      -  2.3      -  1.2 


U.S.S.R  :  119,540  133,860  125,200  129,800  135, 400  +13.3  +  1.2  +  4.3 

Africa  :  137,200  145,300  149,400  150,200  150,300  +  9-5  *  3-4  +  0.1 

Asia  :  209,900  213,200  225,100  238,400  242,500  +15-5  +13-7  +  1.7 

Oceania  :  193,800  211,490  224,400  214,900  221,100  +14.1  +  4.5  +  2.9 


Total  World  :     939,240      988,330  1,003,900  1,013,800  1,027,300     +  9.4      +  3.9     +  1.3 


1/  Preliminary 


Oceania. —  Sheep  numbers  in  Oceania  in  early  1967  were  up  6.2  million 
head  from  a  year  earlier.    Australia —  the  world's  largest  sheep  producing 
country — recorded  l6l  million  head,  up  2  percent  from  1966.    The  recent 
decline  in  Australian  sheep  numbers  due  to  the  drought  of  1965  appears 
to  have  run  its  course.    Barring  any  other  catastrophies,  sneep  numbers 
are  expected  to  increase  for  the  next  several  years . 

New  Zealand  showed  a  substantial  gain  in  sheep  numbers  during  1966.  Num- 
bers rose  from  57.3  million  to  60.1,  up  5  percent.  Although  breeding  ewe 
numbers  increased  at  a  rate  slightly  slower  than  total  sheep  numbers  in 
1966,  the  10.6  percent  gain  in  ewe  hogget  numbers  suggests  further  breed- 
ing flock  expansion  in  1967.  During  1966,  New  Zealand  producers  recorded 
one  of  the  highest  lambing  percentages  in  recent  years,  101  percent. 

North  America. — Numbers  in  North  America  showed  a  3  percent  decline  from 
1966,  and  an  18  percent  drop  from  the  1956-60  average.     On  January  1,  1967, 
sheep  numbers  in  the  United  States  stood  at  23.7  million  head,  a  decline  of 
4  percent  from  a  year  earlier  and  the  lowest  number  since  records  vere 
started  in  1867.    A  further  decline  is  expected  because  stock  sheep  num- 
bers were  also  4  percent  under  a  year  earlier.    Canada  showed  a  1  per- 
cent drop  in  sheep  numbers  from  1966. 
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South  America. — Sheep  numbers  in  South  America  were  steady  with  a  year 
earlier.    There  were  small  offsetting  increases  and  decreases  among  the 
various  countries.    However,  in  total  numbers  varied  less  than  1  percent 
from  early  1966. 

Western  Europe. --There  was  a  2.7  percent  decrease  in  sheep  numbers  in 
Western  Europe.    Decreases  of  significance  were  recorded  in  Spain,  Ireland 
and  the  United  Kingdom.    The  decreases  in  Ireland  and  the  United  Kingdom 
were  due  primarily  to  larger  than  usual  slaughter  of  sheep  and  lambs 
during  the  early  part  of  the  year. 

Eastern  Europe. --Total  sheep  numbers  in  Eastern  Europe  were  up  almost  2 
percent  from  a  year  earlier.  The  increases  in  these  countries  were  due 
to  very  favorable  weather  conditions  and  better  than  average  production 
of  feed  grains,  fodder  crops  and  hay  throughout  much  of  the  area  in  1966. 

The  USSR  reported  a  further  increase  in  sheep  numbers  in  1967*  Numbers 
in  early  1967  were  estimated  at  135      million  head,  an  increase  of  5*6 
million  head  over  1966.    This  was  a  k.3  percent  increase  over  1966  and 
13.3  percent  over  the  1956-60  average.    Much  of  this  increase  has  re- 
sulted in  view  of  new  government  goals  and  objectives  for  increased  pro- 
duction in  the  socialized  sector  of  the  economy.    Livestock  production  in 
the  private  sector  of  economy  has  been  increasing  even  more  rapidly  in 
view  of  recent  government  liberalization  of  private  livestock  raising. 


(Table  follows) 
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Sheep:    Number  in  specified  countries,  average  1956-60,  annual  1965-67 


Continent  and  country 


Month 
of 

estimate 


Average 
1956-60 


1965 


1966  2/ 


1967  2/ 


Thousands 


Thousands 


Thousands 


North  America:  : 

Canada  :  Dec. 

United  States  3/  :  Jan.  1 

Guatemala  :  April 

Mexico  :  Spring 

Cuba  :  Dec. 

Total  North  America  4/  : 

South  America:  : 

Argentina  :  June  30 

Bolivia  :  Jan. 

Brazil  ;  Dec.  31 

Chile  o  :  Dec. 

Colombia  :  Jan.  1 

Ecuador  :  Aug. 

Falkland  Islands  : 

Paraguay  : 

Peru  :  July  1 

Uruguay . . . .  o  :  June  30 

Total  South  America  4/  : 

Europe :  : 
Western  : 
EEC  : 

Belgium  ;  Jan. 

Luxembourg  :  May 

France  ;  Oct. 

Germany,  West  :  Dec. 

Italy  ;  Jan. 

Netherlands  :  Dec . 

Total  EEC  : 

Austria  .  :  Dec. 

Denmark  :  July 

Finland  „  :  June 

Greece  :  Dec. 

Iceland  :  Dec. 

Ireland  :  Jan. 

Norway  ;  Dec. 

Portugal  :  Dec. 

Spain.  „  ;  Oct. 

Sweden.....  :  June 

Switzerland  :  April 

United  Kingdom  :  Dec. 

Total  Western  Europe  4/....: 

Eastern  : 

Albania  : 

Bulgaria  ;  Jan. 

Czechoslovakia  7/  ;  Jan.  1 

Germany,  East.........  :  Dec.  3 

Hungary.....  ;  Mar. 

Poland  :  Jung  30 

Romania.....  :  Jan. 

Yugoslavia  :  Jan.  15 

Total  Eastern  Europe  4/....: 

Total  Europe  4/  : 

U-S-S.R  :  Jan.  1 


1,076 
31,761 

811 
5,396 

209 


39,70C 


5/ 


6/ 


47,291 
5,566 
19,286 
7,3to 
1,189 
1,507 
610 
1*00 
15,021 

22,373 


1,613 
8,111 
878 

1,989 
2,078 

3,917 
10,771 
ll,06l 


833 
25,127 
794 
6,576 


res 

2U,73U 
6,639 


33,800 


49,000 

21,906 
7,500 
1,800 
1,960 
627 

14,400 

21,700 


22,327 

7,«*60 
1,840 
2,000 


1U,300 
21,300 


10,440 
568 
1,972 
3,*00 

3,061 

12,734 
9,^33 


10,312 
6l4 

1,963 
3,270 
3,164 
13,125 
9,892 


.  r.cuseL-.ds 


754 
23,727 


32,500 


1,845 
2,O40 


:  120,700 

125 , 300 

125,200 

:  99 

64 

66 

3 

2 

2 

:  8,564 

8,821 

9,056 

9,086 

:  1,130 

841 

797 

807 

:  8,495 

7,762 

7,866 

7,900 

:  365 

.:  -  - 

316 

:  18,656 

17,777 

15,104 

214 

1*7 

142 

:  37 

93 

111 

:  U31 

199 

175 

:  9,213 

9,525 

9,384 

9,117 

:  7«U 

736 

:  2,847 

3,456 

3,464 

3,059 

:  958 

1,043 

1,043 

1,044 

:  ^,554 

5,029 

5,029 

5,029 

:6/  21,180 

17,618 

17,073 

16,305 

:  148 

220 

2U0 

250 

:  210 

249 

266 

280 

:  18,621 

21,270 

21,515 

:  78,000 

r,5oc 

YY^oOO 

10,245 


40, 400 

43,200 

118,400 

12;.  w 

119,540 

125,200 

129,800 

1 5 c  •  **X! 
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Sheep:    Number  in  specified  countries,  average  1956-60,  annual  1965-67  (continued) 


:  Month 

:  of 

:  Average 

Continent  and  country 

:  estimate 
:  U 

:  1956-60 

1965 

1966  2/ 

1967  2/ 

:  Thousands 

Thousands 

Thousands 

!  Thousands 

Africa: 

_ 

:  6,220 

:  20,780 

Libya  

:  I.263 

:  12.962 

lU.500 

-*-  ~  y  y^^ 

Dec . 

:  6.756 

31 

:  3.233 

3.365 

1 

:  1.318 

1,628 

1,61*0 

Dec 

•31 

:  556 

■                       y  y 

:  3U0 

:  367 

7,1+53 

6,810 

Kinshasa  9/  

Dec  1 

31 

:  667 

Dec . 

230 

U.304 

1,950 

2,130 

2,100 

7,500 

Dec . 

269 

1+03 

399 

J  y  y 

625 

31 

2,852 

2.750 

2,800 

368 

1,08U 

760 

791 

1,150 



_ 

1,280 



South  Africa,  Republic  of... 

.Tune 

^o 

38.123 

U2,102 

1*2,760 

South  West  Africa  . 

137,200 

1U9.U00 

150,200 

150,300 

Asia: 

Dec . 

396 

y  y^ 

1*20 

1*00 

1*10 

Mar . 

1 

23.6^*0 

20.195 

29.500 

31.000 

Mar. 

21  ; 

9,080 

11.0U0 

621 

987 

_ 

_  _  _ 

• 

3.820 



31  I 

5,192 

i*,52U 

5,075 

31  : 

29.613 

32.65U 

33,382 

y  y  t  ^-,w 

33.500 

y  y  t  y  w 

3.970 

Dec 

53,936 

.-. 

... 

39,^62 

1  ; 

Pakistan  

209,900 

225,100 

2 >.  ,1*00 

21*2,500 

Oceania: 

Australia.  

1 1+9  220 

170,622 

157  56^ 

161  000 

^,535 

53,750 

57,3^ 

60,100 

193,800 

22U,U00 

2ll*,900 

221,100 

939.2UO 

1,003,900 

1,013,800 

1,027,300 

1/  Those  countries  with  month  of  estimate  during  October-December  are  listed  with  coun- 
tries  in  the  following  year  for  comparisons  and  totals.    2/  Preliminary.     3/  Excludes 
Alaska  and  Hawaii  prior  to  1961.     k/  Includes  an  allowance  for  any  missing  data  for 
countries  shown  and  for  other  producing  countries  not  shown.    5/  Less  than  a  5-year  aver- 
age.   6/  May.    jj  Includes  goats.    8/  Taxed  only.    2/  Formerly  Congo,  Leopoldville. 
10/  On  native  farms.     11/  Formerly  Baautoland. 

Foreign  Agricultural  Service.    Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics 
of  foreign  governments,  other  foreign  source  material,  reports  of  United  States  Agricultural 
Attaches  and  Foreign  Service  Officers,  results  of  office  research  and  related  information. 
May  10,  1967. 
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NOTICE 

If  you  no  longer  need  this  publication, 
cheek  h«re  f~  I  return  thl*  sheet, 
and  your  name  will  be  dropped  from 
the  mailing  list. 

If  your  address  should  be  changed  /  / 
PRINT  or  TYPE  the  new  addreea. 
Including  ZIP  CODE,  and  return  the 
whole  sheet  to: 

Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  Rm.  5918 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
Washington,  D.  C.    2 02 SO 


